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Introduction 

 National Development Council was established in 

August 1952 by an executive resolution of the 

Government of India. 

 It is neither a constitutional body nor a statutory body. 

 It is the highest body, below the parliament. 

 It is responsible for policy matters with regard to the 

Planning Commission. 

 It is listed an advisory body to the Planning 

Commission. 



Composition  

The NDC is composed of the following members- 

 

 Prime Minister of India (as its Chairman/ Head)  

 All Union Cabinet Ministers (since 1967) 

 Chief Ministers of all states 

 Chief Ministers/ Administrator of all Union Territories 

 Member of the Planning Commission 

   The Secretary of the Planning Commission acts as the 

secretary to the NDC.   



Objectives 

The NDC was established with the following objectives- 

 To secure cooperation of states in the execution of the 

Plan. 

 To strengthen and mobilize the efforts and resources of 

the nation in support of Plan. 

 To promote common economic policies in all political 

spheres. 

 To ensure balanced and rapid development of all the part 

of the country. 



Functions 

   To realize the objectives, the NDC was assigned a set of 

function by the 1952 Resolution. 

   Functions were defined and revised in 1967 of ARC of 

India. 

  They are as follows- 

 To prescribe guidelines for preparation of the National 

Plan. 

 To consider the National Plan as prepared by the 

Planning commission. 

 To make an assessment of the resources which are 

required for implementing the Plan.   

 



Functions 

 To consider important questions of social and 

economic policy affecting national development. 

 To review the working of the National Plan time to 

time. 

 To recommend measures for achievement of the aims 

and targets set out in the National Plan.   



Process of Planning 

 The Draft Five-Year Plan prepared by Planning 

Commission is first submitted to the Union Cabinet. 

 After approval, it placed before NDC, for its 

acceptance. 

 The Plan is presented to the Parliament. 

 With the approval, it emerges as the official Plan 

and published in the official budget. 



Critical Evaluation 

 NDC acts as a bridge between the Central 

Government, the State Government and the 

Planning Commission, especially in the Planning. 

 It brings coordination between policy and 

programmme. 

 It also served as a forum for centre- state 

deliberation on matters of national importance. 

 It works as a device for sharing responsibility 

between them in the federal political system. 



Critical Evaluation 

  Two dramatically opposite views have been expressed 

on its working. Which are as given under- 

• It has been described as a ‘Super Cabinet’ due to its 

wide and powerful composition. 

• It has been described as a ‘Rubber Stamp’ of the 

policy decisions already taken by the Union 

Government 

• Besides these views, due to emergence of regional 

parties in various states, the NDC is steadily 

acquiring it federal character. 

 


